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hi L i r : , , , ' Subji EZ CHEMICAL COMPANY, INC LAUREL & CANAL STS, PHILA., PA

, • .•' 1, U.S. EPA was requested to conduct a joint inspection of the
subject business's premises on 4 April 69 by Mr, J. JANDA of the
Philadelphia Fire Department. He indicated that EZ was thought to

< .-.'•'•• 'be in violation of Title III SARA as evidenced by the company's
< ••'. ' official(s) failure to comply with the provisions of a "Cease and
( • Desist " order issued by the Philadelphia Licensing and Inspection
: , Department.

, i i- 2. I arrived on scene 0930 9 April S9 and met with representatives
: • from the City of Philadelphia's Managing Director's Office, Fire

Marshall'* Office, Fire Department, Licensing and Inspection
!.'<-.•••'• Department, and Solicitor's Office. Access to the premise* was

freely given by the operator and an examination of the property was
commenced. '.

:j 3. EZ Chemical Company i* approximatily 1,3 acre* in size. The
-S-" main building front* on Laurel Street which i* appx. two block*

from I 99, Adjacent to the site to the southeast is a meat
packing/processing plant. Due south at 1060 Delaware Ave i* an
apartment complex. On to the west immediately adjacent to EZ is a
bus/limosine garage. The site i* situated appx. 1/4 mile inland
from the Delaware River and Penn Treaty Park. To the south appx
1/2 mile is Elfreth's Alley a National Historical Landmark.

4. The Philadelphia Fire Department reported at a meeting held
at the conclusion of the joint inspection that the neighboring
business'* have made complaint* concerning fuming drum*, vapour*
and obnoxious odors. The fire department has been required to
respond to a number of fires, sources lor which have been thus far
attributed to vandal*. The local fire company tasked with response
to fires at the site (Engine 29) has expressed repeatedly concern
over their ability to adequately respond to future fires. Engine
29 ha* peepared a Fire and Explosion Contingency Plan specific to
EZ.

3. EZ is operated as a chemical "reclamation" plant, temporary
chemical storage facility, and a production plant for water
treatment and purification chemicals, The site's perimeter is
bounded by a chain link fence which has fallen down along the south
western property line. The main yard i* filled with stacked 33 gal

u\ drums with and without labeling. There are a number of drums
_J labeled Aniline. Empty drums are mixed with full drums. A reliable

inventory and site locator for the materials reported to be onboard
A-_Q is not available.(encl.l) The main building contain* various

10003* chemicals in 99 gal drums and open cartons. On the second floor
of the building, the fire department ftas located a laboratory of
sorts which has been apparently abandoned alonq with a number



labeled and unlabeled chemicals stored in a haphazard fashion.
(end.2).' There are thirty (30) fixed storage tanks in the yard.
(end.3) On the south western end of the property a large bulk
liquid storage tank (appx 70ft height x 60 ft diam.) serves as a
warehouse for a large number of damaged drums and containers some
of which contain liquids and solid chemicals of an undetermined
identity. Access into the tank is accomplished by hole which hast
been cut in the side of the tank large enough for a 3 ton truck to
drive through.

6. Within the site's perimeter there are two sewer drains. It is
suspected that a discharge of chemicals into the southern drain has
taken place as evidenced by discoloration of the ground immediately
adjacent to the drain and also by the presence of an undetermined
chemical puddled on the ground appx one foot from the drain . The
run off from the property empties into the street and dischargee
into a sewer culvert adjacent to the facility'* main gate. This
sewer is reported to empty into the Philadelphia's water treatment
plant however during periods of heavy rainfall runoff i* directly
discharged into the Delaware River.

7. The Philadelphia Fire Department ha* expressed a strong
over the potential threat of fire and explosion due to
storage of HAZ MAT'S or arson. Potential impact on surround
population and major transportation arteries as a result of. the
aforementioned is significant.

End. 1 EZ Self Reported Site Inventory
2 Phila. Fire Depart. Lab Inventory
3. Above Ground Storage Tank Inventory
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; : EZ CHEMICAL COMPANY, INC.' DRUMS
Acetic Acid • 1 80
Acetone -f „ 1 10P'
Alpha Methyl Styrene ; 1 SO

^Aniline '20 100
'""." Caustic Potash 0 70

.Caustic Soda . 0 70

. Diethanolamine-r- 1 20
Di Phenol Amine ? 0 8
Ethyl Acetate 0 20

^Formaldehyde 0 10
j^> Hydrochloric Acid 0 60
^Hydrofluoric Acid 20 80
ift Hydrogen Peroxide 0 80

Tiopropanol f (i) (*) £#(***) I 20
Methanol -#- 1 100
Methyl Ethyl Ketone^- 0 20
Methyl laobytyl. Ketone-/- 0 . 1 0
Monoethanolamine 1 25
N-N-Dinathyl Aniline-^ 0 4
Nitromethanef (') (*)(*), 0 50
OrthodichXqrobenzene • (-0 10 75

•̂Phenol 40
Phosphoric Acid •/• 0 30•> t.\

120
30
50Sodium Chl«rite : • ••_ *

Sodium Chlorite Solution . ft) 0 12
^Sulfuric Acid 10 • 50

Toluol f (&) 1 20
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